
 

Prince of the Peel 2017 

23rd & 24th September 

FAQ 

What is the Prince of the Peel all about? 

The Prince of the Peel harks back to earlier days on simpler sailboats, when the waters of the Mandurah estuaries 

attracted small yachts from all around Western Australia. The most common yachts were 12 and 14-foot Hobie-

cats and 22-foot cabin sailors; all easily transported and launched from trailers and car roof-tops. 

Last year, MOFSC once again championing the return of these and other small yachts back to the estuary, by 

providing a fun and safe event for just about every seaworthy trailable boat out there. We expect to continue 

the fun this year and into the future. 

So, grease those trailer hubs, dig out the life jackets and join in the fun! 

What ‘Classes’ of boats will be able to enter? 

We are inviting all small sailboats to make an enquiry, but at this stage we are planning for the following classes: 

 trailerable yachts (single hull) 28-foot or less and with a draft of no more than 1.5m (two separate classes: 

Jib and Main or Spinnaker). 

 multi-hull yachts, such as Hobies, Nacras, F-class and trimarans (up to 5 separate class prizes) 

 “off-the-beach” dinghies, such as Pacers, Lasers, Flying 15's etc. (single class) 

Race results will be determined on corrected time, using established handicap yardsticks. If you are intending to 

compete for a prize, your boat must be a ‘recognised’ model, i.e. one that has previously raced elsewhere and 

for which a reasonably reliable yardstick exists. 

Trailerable boats take time to set up – where is the best place to do this? 

The MOFSC hardstand area (Breakwater Parade, Mandurah) is available, however the old Traffic Bridge has a 

very limited clearance of 3.7 m. On the plus side, boats and trailers can be left in a fairly secure environment – 

including on-water. 

There are publicly-available boat ramps and parking areas in the Waterside and Mariner’s Cove Canal Estates, 

with the latter being closest to the competition area. Note that the Waterside Canals boat ramp is on the other 

side of the Mandurah Bypass Bridge, which has a clearance of 6.6m. 

Other launching areas include: 

 the Novara Boat Ramp (Owen Avenue) 

 the Mandurah Quays (limited space) 

 Port Bouvard (Eastport) 

 Port Bouvard Yacht Club (with prior arrangement). 

 Miami foreshore may also be available (with prior arrangement). 

Does my yacht need to be insured to enter the event? 

In competitive sailing events, there is always a risk of collision with another vessel, which might result in physical 

damage to the other boat or worse still, serious injury to the other crew. Third-party insurance is a standard 

expectation of event organisers, in order to cover participants and themselves from significant financial 

encumbrances. 

At this time, in order to legitimately compete in the Prince of the Peel, your yacht must have comprehensive 

third-party insurance to a total minimum claim value of $10,000,000. If your boat does not have this level of 

insurance, you should contact MOFSC to discuss your options. 

This is a fairly new event – will there be briefings available? 



An event briefing will be held at the MOFSC clubhouse on the Friday evening prior to the races (22nd September). 

If you would like to freshen up on what’s involved in entering and competing in a yacht race, please contact 

MOFSC to discuss. Remember – the event is meant to promote community participation and to be FUN! 

What social activities are planned? 

At least three social events are planned: 

 lunch on Saturday at the Port Bouvard Yacht Club (PBYC), between races 

 Saturday sundowner and BBQ at PBYC 

 Sunday evening Presentation Dinner at MOFSC – entry includes two tickets to the Presentation Dinner – 

additional tickets are available at $25 per head and includes a buffet meal. 

Further details will be made available closer to the date. 

How deep is the estuary? 

The courses have been designed to accommodate 1.5-m draft vessels, but will rely on a minimum 0.3m tide in 

order to do so. 

NOTE: the bathymetry of the estuary is subject to constant changes and new sandbanks may be present where 

not shown on charts. 

If I run aground, can I use the motor? 

Definitely not! Use of a motor or external assistance (such as another boat) will: 

 result in a 30-minute time penalty, or 

 disqualify you from the race. 

If you become totally stuck, support boats will be available to recover you from the predicament. 

Is the Around the Island Race safe for small boats? 

The “Around The Island Race”, which will be held on the second race day, requires competitors to sail in open 

waters between the Dawesville Cut and Comet Bay. Skippers sail the event at their own risk and should be 

completely comfortable that their skills and the condition and capability of their craft and crew are adequate to 

the conditions of the day. 

Nevertheless: 

 multiple support vessels will be on hand to provide assistance if required; 

 no entrant will be permitted to proceed more than 2nm from the shoreline; and 

 in the event that weather conditions are unsafe for the majority of craft, the course will be revised so 

that it remains within the inshore waters. 

This year (2017), additional races will be held inside the estuary for dinghies and smaller boats. 

I am short of (skilled) crew – can you help? 

Contact MOFSC as soon as you can and we might be able to provide you with a support crew-person. 

I would like to enter the event but don’t have a boat. 

Contact MOFSC and we might be able to put you in touch with a short-handed boat. 

I am interested in entering the Prince of the Peel but my boat is not ready or I am not confident to enter the 

event. 

This is a very common question! If you would like to enter a future race event or just get (back) into sailing 

generally, contact MOFSC to discuss what pathways are available. It is also a good idea if you are uncertain, to 

volunteer as a support person for the event. This way, you can observe what goes on, meet crews and also 

contribute to the success of the Prince of the Peel in its second year back! 


